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CIVILISATION AND CULTURE

Civilisation and culture are the two eyes of the body of the
society. They can even be described as two sides of the same coin.
Culture symbolises human development, whereas civilisation is a
symbol of material advancement. Our very existence depends upon
civilisation. Culture has a wider connotation. It has the capacity to
impel the growth of civilisation. The entire human efflorescence
depends upon human culture. It is culture that lays the foundation
for our future life. It is the milestone in the march towards individual
values, social progress, family welfare and the country's development.
Progress in scientific knowledge and technological advance contribute
to transformation of social life. Culture is the very basis of scientific
enquiry. A cultivated mind and cultured life are inseparable and
indivisible.

If so much importance and significance is given to culture, what
exactly do we mean by it? The answers to this question are many
and variegated. No two agree with each other completely. Everyone
has his own thoughts and conceptions. Some define it on the basis
of religion. Others delineate it on the basis of customs and traditions.
Yet some others analyse it, taking into consideration the country,
the times and the circumstances. Hence the attempt at definition
of the word culture becomes a difficult and complex task.

Arnold, the British poet and philosopher has described culture
as that which resurrects man from the social anarchy caused by the
industrial revolution. Fisher has opined that moral values are superioi
to all others in all aspects and holds that culture which liberates mar
from jealousy and hate is the noblest.

Aristotle, the Greek philosopher, has given greater importance
to the mental development of Man by stating that culture begins
where barbarism ends. Good thoughts and noble truths are the
symbols of the culture in the view of a section of the people. Another
group maintains that a person can be considered as a cultured one
only when he utilizes all his energies, talents, capacities and means
to further the cause of goodness to humanity. Propaganda for
equality is the sine qua non of culture in the opinion of a few.
Transcending the narrow boundaries of nationalism is commended